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Let’s Play a Game!

TRUE or FALSE 



Reality: In 2012, 57 percent of English-language learners 
were born in the United States.  For those born outside 
of the United States, their immigration stories are as 
individual as they are. 

And it’s important to make no assumption—much less 
ask—about their immigration status. Not only is it illegal 
for educators to inquire about their status, it is 
completely irrelevant.

1. All ELLs are immigrants.



2. All ELLs are the same/homogeneous.
Reality: Contrary to stereotypes, 
not all families of ELLs are Hispanic, poor, and/or uneducated. 
English-language learners span a wide array of cultures, races, 
socio-economic levels, and academic experiences. 
There are growing numbers of Asian, Middle Eastern, African, 
and European populations in pockets of the United States. 
Furthermore, it’s not uncommon to find a variety of cultures, 
dialects, and races in any given ethnic group. 
Also, many of our ELL families immigrate for professional 
reasons, and they are well-educated and economically stable.



Reality: Just because a child is not proficient in English 
doesn’t mean his or her family isn't. Many parents will 
purposely not expose their children to English prior to 
attending school to maintain their culture. Some 
students live in a bilingual home with one American 
parent and one immigrant parent. We also have many 
adoptees. Some of may not appear as ELLs based on 
name, or appearance, but they will need language 
support as most will speak no English whatsoever when 
they are welcomed to the United States by their new 
parents.

3. Parents of ELLs do not speak English.



Reality: It’s not uncommon for children to replace 
their first language with English, especially 
international adoptees. Because they have no one in 
the home to converse with in their native tongues, 
they forget everything they learned as young children. 
Many of them still have difficulty understanding and 
producing English. These students need scaffolding 
and differentiation.

4. ELLs are fluent in their native language.



Reality: Can an ELL be academically gifted? 
Most certainly! While it may be difficult to distinguish 

between a language deficiency or a learning disability, it’s 
crucial that we offer comprehensible input and scaffolded
instruction that draws on the experiences of students in 

order to maximize understanding. Furthermore, assessments 
are not valid if students do not understand the questions, 

although they may be learning the material.

5. English-language proficiency is an 
indicator of intellect.



Reality: Academic proficiency can take up to 10 years, yet 
social language is usually acquired within only one to two 
years. 
Students can be fully conversational with teachers and 
peers, but still unable to grasp academic concepts because 
of their deficits in academic language. Language gaps often 
interfere with learning, causing students to lose 
momentum.

6. Social Language proficiency equals academic 
language proficiency.



Reality: Learners don’t need to drop their native language in 
order to be proficient in English. Quite the contrary. It can be 
an effective strategy that increases comprehension and 
validates the individual’s identity. While they do need to be 
assessed in English, bilingual materials can help ELLs 
assimilate the curriculum and give them a jumpstart. 

7. Using a native language in school interferes 
with English-language acquisition



Reality: It may actually be their third or fourth. And don’t 
assume that the student’s strongest language is the official 
language of their most recent residence. This is especially 
important when providing translation. How will we know? 
Just ask.

8. English is their second language.



Reality: A classroom buddy does not need to speak the 
learner’s native language, although it would be an asset. 
Classroom buddies are simply students who will watch out 
for our ELLs—making sure they are on the right page or 
website. The best buddies are students who are tolerant, 
compassionate individuals. And while it may seem that this 
additional duty may be a distraction to the buddies, it can 
actually serve to reinforce their learning as they explain 
content to the English-language learner.

9. A classroom buddy is a translator.



10. Communication is not possible because of 
language barriers.

Reality: Technology tools are at our fingertips. 
Kindness and compassion are understood by all, 
and a smile will speak volumes!
Welcoming students is important. 



Real life problems:
Trauma….

Where have they been?



Tips to help all learners!



1. Pronounce clearly, but do not 
raise your voice. 

Add gestures, point directly to 
objects, or draw pictures when 
appropriate.

Allow time for students to 
formulate answers (3-5 seconds)



2. Write clearly, 
legibly, 
and in print

-many ELL students have 
difficulty reading cursive.



3. Develop and maintain routines.

Use clear and consistent signals 
for classroom instructions.



4. Repeat information and review frequently. 
Paraphrase in short sentences. 

Check often for understanding, 
but don't ask, 
"Do you understand?" 

Instead, have students show they know!

Free online resources are available for many 
topics in multiple languages.



5. Try to avoid idioms 
and slang words.

Raining Cats and Dogs!



6. Present new information 
in the context of known 
information.
Small chunks are easier to
Understand.



7. Announce the lesson's 
objectives and activities, 
and 
list instructions 
step by step.



8. Present information in a variety of ways
Use the 5 senses..



9. Provide frequent summaries of 
the main idea, 
emphasize key vocabulary words.



10. Recognize student success often. 
But, 
in some cultures, 
individual praise is considered 
inappropriate and can be 
embarrassing or confusing to the 
student.

Focus on strengths.





Resources- Khanacademy.org

https://www.khanacademy.org/


http://www.colorincolorado.org/


RESOURCES: 

1. Brainpop ESL www.brainpop.com
Login: charlottecountyesl
Password: brainpop
There’s a student assessment that is ten audio questions long and will place 
your ELL student at the appropriate level.  Scroll down to bottom and click on 
Brainpop ESL.

2. Google Translate Copies text and translates into 103 languages. Two-way 
instant speech translation. Free.

3. https://portal.fldoesso.org
This site contains a plethora of ELA lessons with ELL strategies for the standards. 
If you go to the SSO portal and click on ELA Formative Assessments for K-8 you 
can surf by grade or standard. Within each lesson are ELL strategies in red.

http://www.brainpop.com/
https://ell.brainpop.com/
https://portal.fldoesso.org/


Web resources:

http://www.learningchocolate.com/


31

http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries

Free glossaries for Math, Social 
Studies, Science, and English 
Language Arts in many languages

http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries


Vroom app
for young children



Yourcharlotteschools.net
Departments

Division of Learning
ELL



What are resources you need?

• Dictionary
• Books 
• Tutoring
• Support system
• Who to ask?



Learn their story
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